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It is with immense pride that we reflect upon India's monumental achievements during its
G20 presidency. The nation's leadership in addressing critical global challenges has
always been noteworthy. India's leadership during its G20 presidency was a clarion call for
a sustainable future showcasing its vision of a world where growth and sustainability
coexist.

As the world stands at the crossroads of development challenges, India's emphasis on
sustainable tourism through the G20 platform reinforces the nation's commitment to
championing responsible practices, prioritizing local communities, and safeguarding the
planet for a brighter, greener, and more inclusive tomorrow.

Adventure Tourism holds immense potential for economic development and job creation in
the remote far-flung regions of the planet and is in perfect sync with the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals of the United Nations Sustainable Development Summit 2015.
Adventure Travel was a US 683-billion-dollar industry in 2017 globally, showing a 21%
Compound Annual Growth rate and according to pre- pandemic projections, the industry
was projected to be a trillion dollar industry by 2024 (source: Adventure Travel Trade
Association, USA). Adventure tourism, often described as the intersection of nature,
culture and adrenaline, offers unique opportunities not just forpersonalgrowthb
utalsoforglobaladvancement. Adventure tourism, as championed by India, is not
just an industry; it's a movement, it's about recognizing that every trek, every
rafting trip and Mountaineering expedition is a step towards a more sustainable and
interconnected world. It's about understanding that the beauty of nature, the
thrill of adventure, and the cultural exchanges withremote communities
aretreasures that need safeguarding. Together, adventure tourism and the
Sustainable Development Goals can inscribe a legacy of coexistence and leave footprints
of change for generations to come. The Hon'ble Minister for Tourism, Government of India,
Sh G. Kishan Reddy announced two Indian Mega Trails, the Ganga Heritage & Nature Trail
and the Western Indian Himalaya Mega Trail during the G 20 summit in Siliguri. This will
be a game changer not only for some of the remote regions of the country but also for
Indian Adventure Tourism and aligns with India's Sustainable Development Goals.

Many Adventure Tourism destinations are in remote or underdeveloped areas that lack
infrastructure & economic opportunities. By promoting Adventure Tourism, these areas
attract investment for infrastructure development and tourism-related projects, thereby
providing economic opportunities for the local people. Promoting new areas in a limited,
responsible manner for adventure tourism can also support sustainable development
goals. Another important aspect of promoting sustainable tourism is estimating the carrying
capacity of an area and limiting the number of visitors to those areas. Building awareness
among tourists about environmentally-conscious practices like waste- management,
energy-efficient processes and a strict ' leave no trace' ethos can also help achieve
sustainability goals.

Risk mitigation, apart from sustainability, is a key aspect of responsible Adventure
Tourism. Training adventure guides, usage of adventure equipment certified to
international standards and ensuring the implementation of regional or national safety
guidelines are vital for the growth of Responsible Adventure Tourism. It is also
important to ensure that local communities benefit from tourism. This can be achieved
only by empowering local communities to participate in the tourism industry. The Snow
Leopard Conservancy programme in Ladakh, India is a prime example of how we can
take the community along while planning conservation efforts in perfect harmony with
promoting Adventure Tourism. Such experiences go beyond leisure; they fuel the local



economy, foster respect for nature and bridge cultural gaps:

Economic Empowerment: Adventure tourism has consistently empowered local
communities by generating jobs and promoting local craftsmanship. This resonates with
SDG 8 - Decent Work and Economic Growth.

Environment Conservation: By its very nature, adventure tourism has always been rooted
in sustainability. Responsible trekking, wildlife conservation initiatives and eco-tourism
models advocate for preserving nature for generations to come, aligning with SDG 15 -
Life on Land.

Promotion of Peace and Understanding: Adventure tourism fosters cultural interactions,
breaks stereotypes, and builds a foundation of mutual respect, directly contributing to SDG
16 - Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions.

India's G20 presidency saw an unwavering focus on the Tourism Working Group's five
priority areas : Green Tourism: Emphasizing eco-friendly practices, green



tourism is a perfect fit for the adventure tourism sector. The pristine landscapes we
explore must be protected. Sustainable trekking, wildlife tours and nature retreats
emphasize minimal ecological impact, promoting SDG 12 - Responsible Consumption and
Production.

Digitalisation: India's push for digitalisation has created a ripple effect in the adventure
tourism sector. Digital platforms make it easier for tourists to book, review and promote
eco-friendly adventures. This not only drives economic growth but also supports SDG 9 -
Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure.

Skills: The adventure tourism sector thrives on skilled professionals, be it trekking and
rafting guides, scuba diving instructors, camp staff or expedition cooks. India's emphasis
on skilling aligns with SDG 4 - Quality Education, ensuring that local communities benefit
from tourism ventures.

Tourism MSMEs: Small and medium-sized enterprises form the backbone of India's
adventure tourism industry. By supporting these enterprises, we ensure that benefits trickle
down to the grassroots level, promoting SDG 1 - No Poverty.

Destination Management: Efficient destination management ensures that tourist hotspots
remain sustainable in the long run. By focusing on carrying capacities, waste
management, and community engagement, we further the cause of SDGs

11 - Sustainable Cities and Communities and 14 - Life Below Water.

The Adventure Tourism Development Index is a ranking of adventure tourism
potential for countries around the world based on principles of sustainable



adventure tourism. The ATDI's 10 Pillars of Adventure Market Competitiveness
are principles that drive benefits to communities, celebrate culture and
protect the environment. The ten pillars include Government
Policies Supporting Sustainable development, Safety, Natura
IRe sources,Health, Adventure resources, Entrepreneurship,
Humanitarian, Infrastru cture, Cultural resources, Adventure Image/ Brand.
These pillars are in sync with the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals.

Sustainable development was aptly defined by Gro Harlem Brundtland, the former prime
minister of Norway, as “ the development that meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” It is imperative
that Adventure Tourism develops in a responsible & sustainable manner so that our future
generations can also enjoy the natural resources that our planet is so generously

bestowed with.



